April 5, 2020
WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF JESUS RETURNED TODAY?
1 THESSALONIANS 4:13-18
Introduction
1.  I’ve been preaching and teaching a lot lately concerning the return of Jesus to this earth.
2.  I suppose some would call me an alarmist, or a wishful thinker, but I truly believe He is

     coming back soon.

3.  As born again believers we should always be expecting Jesus’ return.  Acts 1:8  

4.  If Jesus was to come back today, what would happen to you and your family?

  I.  IF JESUS RETURNED TODAY, WOULD ALL OF YOUR FAMILY RISE TO MEET 
      HIM IN THE AIR?  v. 16  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.
      A.  That is, are your mother and father believers, are your siblings believers, is your spouse


a believer, are you a believer?

      B.  Being a believer means:


1.  That you believe Jesus is the Savior of the world.  1 John 4:14  And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world.  

2.  That you believe He paid for your sins on the cross of Calvary.  1 Peter 3:18  For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit...

3.  That you have repented of your sins and asked Jesus to save your soul.  Romans 10:9
... that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.

4.  That you believe He died and rose again for your justification.  v. 14  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus.
      C.  There would be no sadder thing for you when Jesus comes, than for you to rise to meet 
Him in the air and your love one to be left behind.  

      D.  Are you prepared to go to heaven and allow your loved one to go into hell? 

      E.  Luke 16:19-31.

 II.  IF JESUS RETURNED TODAY, WOULD HE FIND YOU LIVING A LIFE STEEPED
      IN SIN?  vv.  3-7  For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality; that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God; that no one should take advantage of and defraud his brother in this matter, because the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also forewarned you and testified.  For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness.
      A.  There are far too many born again believers who are living ungodly lives.

      B.  Even the Apostle Paul struggled with sin.  Romans 7:22-23  For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man.  But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.

      C.  They go to places they should not go, they do things they should not do, and they use


words they should not use.

      D.  Okay, so we’re not sinless, we’re not perfect, I know that...but Jesus expects us to ask


forgiveness when we sin.  1 John 1:9  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
      E.  The Bible encourages every child of God to practice self-control as we live in this

evil, enticing world that is controlled by the devil.  2 Peter 1:5-6a  But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control...
III.  IF JESUS RETURNED TODAY, WOULD HE FIND YOU FAITHFUL?  vv. 1-2  
Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus that you should abound more and more, just as you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God; for you know what commandments we gave you through the Lord Jesus.

      A.  God has given us, in His Word, some commands to obey, but some children of God


believe them to be too difficult to live by.  1 John 5:3  For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome.
      B.  Faithfulness is a matter of the heart.  It is not listening to a sermon, putting money into

the offering plate, or coming to church when the doors are open.  

      C.  These may be a part of faithfulness, but true faithfulness is what you do for Jesus when


no one is watching you.

      D.  Do you really love Jesus enough to live for Him and be obedient to His Word?  

John 14:21  He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.

Conclusion:

1.  Are you ready to meet Jesus in the air if He was to return today?  Are you saved?  Are you
     being faithful to Him?  Are you serving Him?

2.  Perhaps there is a need for you to bow your head right now and ask His forgiveness.

